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Mario Giacomelli Civic Collection (Musinf)

Palazzo del Duca regularly hosts exhibitions of works from the Civic Collection dedicated to Mario Giacomelli,
one of the most celebrated Italian photographers worldwide. Some of his photographs are on display at MOMA
in New York, at the Victoria and Albert Museum in London, at Bibliothéque Nationale in Paris, as well as in
Moscow and Tokyo. The Civic Collection comprises over two hundred and fifty photographs that were selected
and donated by the artist. It covers the years from the 1950’s to the present day and boasts some of
Giacomelli’s masterpieces, such as Scanno, Io non ho mani che mi accarezzino il viso, or the famous image
of the young priests playing in the snow in their black soutanes. A section is dedicated to Misa School of
Photography, which was established in Senigallia in the 1950’s and mainly owes its popularity to the founder
of the group and theorist of photography, Giuseppe Cavalli. The Collection is enriched by donations from great
artists who have converted the Civic Collection into one of the major documentation centres in Italy for
contemporary art, engraving and photography. About 1,700 works were donated by more than 50 Italian
artists. All year round, the main floor hosts temporary exhibitions of photography and ancient art.

In the mid-16th century Guidubaldo II Della Rovere commissioned the construction of Palazzo del Duca in
front of Rocca Roveresca with the aim of accommodating his guests. Thus, the official character of the venue
and the passion for beauty are the reason for such a combination of art and political strategy. Inside the
Palace, the visiting ambassadors admired the refined beauty of the precious coffered ceiling in the Throne
Hall. Outside, they saw an austere square used for military drills and parades. The fountain (Fontana delle
Anatre) was built in 1599 to celebrate the reclamation of the Saline marshland, which was the natural habitat
of ducks. Piazza del Duca also hosts Palazzetto Baviera, which was commissioned by Giovanni Della Rovere’s
lieutenant, Giovan Giacomo Baviera. The first floor hosts one of Senigallia’s most valuable treasures: the
ceilings of the five halls were completely covered with stucco decorations around 1560 by Federico Brandani
from Urbino, who created this masterpiece for the humanist Giuseppe Baviera. The vaults are impressively
decorated with all kinds of ornaments, such as panels, lunettes and ovals with bas-reliefs figures (episodes
from the Trojan War; the Labours of Hercules; Biblical tales; Roman history; the Deeds of Constantine).

After visiting the historical centre, you have no choice but walk towards the shore and the horizon to
finally admire the building that has become the symbol of Senigallia.
In Piazzale della Libertà, from the pier, you will see Rotonda a Mare, which was restored to its former
glory in 2006, after an extensive philological study. The building, which had become a dance hall in the
1960’s, has recovered its public function. In summer Rotonda a Mare is open every day and hosts
exhibitions, shows, concerts, and events. Visitors can simply stroll along its terrace, looking out at the
open sea. During the rest of the year the building is used for public and private events, including
wedding ceremonies. Its distinctive mark is the shell-like shape created by the rationalist architect
Enrico Cardelli in 1933. It is one of the most striking examples of seaside architecture of those years,
so severe and so simple at the same time. But then, why can’t you stop singing Fred Bongusto’s song
Una rotonda sul mare?

